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Rainbow Investigator De 
police Listened To Beard 
By'nna Alny 

On the: stand Friday, the lead in
\'eStigIiIOl' in lhe Rainbow Murderc:ase 
hotly denied dcfclIsccoonsel's sugscs
tion ,hal police had s«!'elly listened 
in on 10c0b Beard's telephone conver
sallOns in February of 1993. 

Beard. 49, was convicted in June 
of 1993 of the 1980 double homicide 
known ilS the Rainbow Murders. Now 
serving a life ~ntcnce without the 
possibility of parole. Beard appealed 
the jury's verdict. bUI the Supreme 
Coun did not overturn theconviction. 

The. high court did. however, or
der a bearing on the single issue of 
whether investigators violated the 
terms o f an im munity agreement 
Beard signed in 198) with then-Poca
hontas Coun ty Prosecutor SIeve 
Hun&c:r. This is referred to as a Kastigar 
bearina. and the stale mUSi prove thai 
all 01 the evidence used 10 indict and 
ClOn¥ict Beard ohhe brutal crimes was 
obuJncd lIw"ilhoul using any inrorma_ 
lao. he mil)' have provided. 

FOIII''''' SIa&e Polu S,I. Robe:r1 
AA:1tC" ~nl.1ttOtId day Ofl lhe stand 
.1Ihc ~I"" hcarinl on Friday, a,,_ 
'~u~1 a tulC of quolioclln, never 
, rd dvn,*. Burd', Ihre60weck .... 

!klt_ .. wncy $lcphu P .. mer 
... ciliA Itl' 1Ilt!"" ~'.J I lk,C\l ln 

::." vf pot. bur'""I''' ~Ie 
~ "" t.-t.,I ... Me I 

Beard lived in Crescent City, FL. 
at the time of his l\ITe$t in 1993 ror the 
murders. 

AI issue were telephone calls 
Farmer said Beard made to a woman 
in Winfield. WV; to a Margie Pike, 
who was not further identified; and to 
his !hen-attOrney. BobAilen. All of the 

calls were made in February of 1993. 
Farmer said. 

Referring to twO names which 
had been written in notes turned over 
to the defense by poliCe.. Farmer asked 
Alkire. ~Did you monitor a telephone 
conversation between Mr. Beard and 
his attorney. Bob Allen. on febnwy 
13. 1993. in which they discussed 
lhest people?H 

Alkire. who had earlier in !he d3y 
testified he did not listen in on Beard's 
phone calls. resplnded hotly. ~Once 
again. t hav~ never Iud the capability 
of monitoring a telephone coo\·ersa
tion. ~ 

Farmer suggesled m.t Alkire. the 
lead investigator in the. Rainbow case. 
obtained those names and certain other 
inronnatton from lislening 10 the Ick. 
phone convcnalions. The .notnc.)' in
(0Ill1I:d the: court that the Alltd Tele
phorle Company. "hkh opcntes the 
phone: S):l.tcm In PtIc:"IU Count . 
,abo opc1alCS the: Cru:$nl Cit) . FL. 
phone ")'1h'.m • 

Parnw:, alto qUOllofted 1"1", 
-Nul • IdrJW.lnc all Ikw rMJr: 10 
AI'Itt..1 t-<.Mw} l,( 109\ 

While Allti 
showing the da 
lhat call. Fannt 
Beard's phone b 
inga 13~minUi 
her on Ftbruan 

"lcouldha. 
date ()D the cal 
by way of e;ll.pi: 
looked al the w 

Special J 
Lorensen objec 
lioning. saying 
witnesses who. 
10 testify al Bel; 

Circuil Ju 
agreed with { 
Farmer contiml 
the judge said, 
don't see the rei 

Lorensen n 
ter the IUDCh b: 
re-direcl if he: 
Beard had KtuIi 

ruary 20 and .II 

Alkire resp 
edly calk<! me 
{prior to Febfi 
mi~ .I call rn 
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While Alkire referred 10 a repon 
sho .... ,lnij the dlltc of February 20 for 
thaI call, F,nncr produced II copy of 
Deard's phone bi ll for ch ll t l ime, show· 
ina a I J5-minulc clIll [0 Alkire's num· 
ber on ~brullf)' 13. 

"' t"OUld hAve looked . 1 the wrong 
(ble OIl the c.lendar." Alkire offered 
by \10',), of uplan!lIion. "' miBht have 

cd !II the wrong S:uurday." 
SIK ill Prosc:c uio r Ric hard 

Lon:ftS(:n objttlW 10 the line of ques
uonhti. Qying it involved polcnlial 
""tnes.sc:s .. ho wt'I"C n~ , in foct . cnllc:d 
10 IUd'y II Beard's triol. 

Cirt:uil Judic Charles Lobban 
.,rud .... ,ith Lo rensen , and when 
Pa ....... conunucd to prcu the poin!. 
the judae sud, "Enough argument. I 
b'l xc w relevancy II this point.· 

lDIea .. " returned to the issue af. 
Ia & kakh break. asking Alkire on 
ft .. C(I If he wnt: now COn vi need 
ac."hId lIOuailycalkd him on Feb
....., 10 &lid II '*0 ochc::r lime:. 

"-'I'<"'d<d. "Ik undoo bI· 
..,. 1aI _ (Itlm another phone I,. ... Fc:tIt"", 11) beellue I 

..... • I, ... "'1ft 1M kbl Qn(( 
IIr 
Ie _ 

- -- .... 
-

or lell. 

. Allhe cOnclusion of Alkire:s 1e5-
Illoony, lorense said he was sull \In
decided about w~elher w call former 
Pocahontas COunty Sheriff Jerry Dale 
10 Ihe stand. 

I Dale is OUI of lhe stale on vaca
liOn and was unavailable as a witness 
all w~k. 

Lorensen said he needs to speak 
with Dale beJore deciding on his sla
IUS as II witness for the slate. 

In response. Farmer said, ~We do 
nOI desire to present any evidence un
less ;:lnd until the state has completed 
presenting its evidence. ~ 

The first available: coon date for 
which all principals could be present 
is April 24 . 

Farmer objected 10 Lorensen's 
announced intentioft to la ir. with 
Alkire lifter speaking wilh DaJc:. AJki~ 

is slill under potential recall as III ..... it
ness (Of either side . 

Lobb~n expressed some: eu.s
pt.ralioa. :lSlunl Furner. ~Whcn does 
II Sly you un'! 1111); 1O)'OUr o .. n "'1· 

1'IC.f"", Y()I,I can I;'n1I ftl) tal .. Wllh hotr 
Ikard " 'hat' ("If IS r .... -

" h<n the he,,"., f'('\Urt'<.\ \\11 

1\,..-,1 ~ .. III Q • .. "WIII,lft.l! .... 

"" '0- I tvJ • PPC) 
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